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San Fernando Valley Japanese American Citizens League Newsletter 
December/January 2017 

 

 
 
SFV JACL’S  75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
    Installation Luncheon Sunday, January 22, 2017 

 
 
Come one, come all to celebrate our Chapter’s 75 years of 

amazing service promoting and supporting civil rights.   We are proud 
to have brought programs about our Japanese American history and 
culture to our community.   
 This year, our keynote speaker is Terry  
Hara, LAPD Deputy Chief (Ret.). Chief Hara  
retired from the Los Angeles Police Department  
(LAPD) after 35 years of distinguished public  
service to the City of Los Angeles.  He  
achieved the rank of Deputy Police Chief, and  
became the first Asian American of the LAPD  
to hold such an office.   
 Prior to retiring from the LAPD, Chief Hara  
was the Commanding Officer for Operations West Bureau (OWB).  He 
was also in command of the Personnel and Training Bureau, Detectives, 
Patrol, Vice, Gang Units and Community Relations.  
 Chief Hara is a member of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Southern 
California, Go For Broke National Education Center, National 
Association of Asian American Law Enforcement Commanders and the 
US-Japan Council and Advisor to Japan House-Los Angeles. 
 We are presenting a slideshow with highlights of our Chapter’s 
75-year-old history. We look forward to seeing members who have 
supported our Chapter throughout the years and we hope new members 
will join us for their first installation luncheon. 
 
  

ODYSSEY RESTAURANT 
15600 Odyssey Drive, Granada Hills, CA 91344 

11:30 – No Host Social 
12:00 – Buffet Lunch 

Cost: $35.00 
 
Contact Person: Linda Tanaka 
lkitai@hotmail.com 
(805) 527-1224 
You may also get tickets from any JACL Board Member. 

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
COME JOIN US IN 

THE FUN AND 
ACTIVITIES 

 
 
December 10 
Holiday Party 
 
January 22 
Installation Luncheon 
 
Januray 17 
Third Tuesday Movie 
Outing 
 
February 18 
Day of Remembrance 
JANM 
 
February 21 
Third Tuesday Movie  
Outing 
 
March 12 or 26 
Under the Blood Red Sun 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
Please email 
kyoshino@verizon.net 
or send comments to: 
Nancy Gohata 
14229 Carl Street   
Arleta, CA  91331 

Questions or 
Comments? 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

November 2016 
 

 Our November board meeting took place the day after the election.  Before the meeting a program 
planning meeting was held to plan for next year’s activities.  We were all reeling in the after-shock of the 
election the day before.  Nevertheless, we made plans for the new year.  It will begin with our joyous New 
Year’s Installation at the Odyssey Restaurant; the Day of Remembrance, Feb. 18, this year 
commemorating the 75th anniversary of the signing of the infamous Executive Order 9066 ordering us into 
concentration camps (see below); a series of writing workshops; an Asian Media Panel with prominent 
Asian Americans describing the status of the depiction of Asians in the media;  a visit to the newly opened 
sports museum in Exposition Park; our participation in the Buddhist Temple’s Obon;  a celebration of 
Grandparent’s Day;  a Moslem speaker;  a Buddhist/Christian Dialogue;  and capping our year with our 
Holiday Party in December.  Board member, Tomo Hattori, Asian American professor at CSUN, has 
volunteered to assign students to write essays on JACL civil rights activities, as well as assigning a 
Muslim student  to become involved with our Chapter to better inform us about the Muslims in our 
neighborhood.  
 As I write this, a wide-ranging group of community organizations are staging “I Am America”, 
coming together at a Catholic church in Boyle Heights to protest actions likely to be taken by government 
leaders being appointed by President-Elect Trump.  Those he has proposed to appoint have records of 
actions, if put into place, would spell disaster for many in our community, including LGBT individuals.  
Of particular note was the outrageous comment by author Carl Higbie, who proposed registering all 
Muslims.  When interviewed on Fox News, Higbie cited as precedent the incarceration of JA’s during 
WWII!  In addition to this, a Trump appointee says he will expand  
deportation of the undocumented- even affecting the children of the  
undocumented, some of whom are productive college graduates.   
Since 9/11, I have been proud to see our community stand up for  
Muslims and Southeast Asians as they faced many forms of  
discrimination.  Particularly, considering our past experience in  
this country, we as members of the San Fernando Valley Chapter  
of the Japanese American Citizens League, must do all within our  
power to stand with potential victims of these outrageous forms of  
discrimination soon to be perpetrated by our own government. 
 
Phil Shigekuni 

 

                 
                 Help Us Reduce Postage and Visit Us Online 
   
      You can greatly help our chapter by getting the Chapter newsletter via email.  
               Please go to kyoshino@verizon.net and register your e-mail address  
 
             Visit us online at:  http://sfvjacl.weebly.com/ or  jacl.sfv@gmail.com 
                                 Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/sfvjacl 
 



 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2017 SFV JACL PROGRAM 
 

 January 22   SFV JACL Installation Luncheon 

 February 18   Day of Remembrance at JANM 

 March 12   Under the Red Blood Sun 

 March -August  Telling Our Stories, Writing Workshop  

 April 23   Asian Americans in the Entertainment World 

 April 29   48th Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage 

 May 20   Visiting LA’s Sports Museum 

 June 24/25   SFVH Buddhist Temple Obon 

 September 9   Grandparents Day 

 October               Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue Fundraiser Begins 

 October 7   SFVJACC Cleanup 

 October 21   Buddhist/Christian Dialogue 

 December 9   Holiday Party 

 January 21, 2018  SFV JACL Installation Luncheon 

 

2nd WEDNESDAY MONTHLY MEETING AT 7:00 PM 

THIRD TUESDAY MONTHLY MOVIE OUTING (Except in June & December) 

 
  
 
 

 

 
Quality Health Plans since 1965 

1-800-400-6633 
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2016 Pacific Citizen Holiday Greetings 
Season’s Greetings to all our Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue advertisers! 

Your support of the SFV JACL’s annual fundraiser will help fund our programs for 2017. 
 

Thank you to the generosity of the following advertisers: 
 

PERSONAL 
Marsha & Tad Aizumi • Wally & May Arakawa • Kats & Fuyo Arimoto • Lyle & Mitsu Asaoka 

Susan DeGracia • Jean-Paul deGuzman • Mary Endo • Kim Gohata & Paul Chan 
Yas & Nancy Gohata • Dick & Suzie Hirasuna • Ted & Chieko Iida • Hazel Isa 

Taro & Mary Ishimoto • Paul Jonokuchi • Shoichi & Dale Kadonaga • Darren & Kristine Kameya 
Harold & Ellen Kameya • Bryce & Rosie Kawamoto • Doreen Kawamoto • Robert Kobata 

Pat Kubota • Linda Kuratomi & Jack Takeshita • Al & Mitzi Kushida • Marcia Mahony & Tom Doi 
Kimiko McCown • Evelyn Mitarai • Bob & Aki Moriguchi • Chiz Morita • Hiroyuki & Joyce Nagata 
Harry Nakada • George & Barbara Nakatsu • Harvey Negoro & Isabelle Miyata • Harriet Nishizaka 

Dennis & Barbara Okita • Gary & Elaine Saito • Robert & Setsuko Sato • Paul & Remi Scolari 
Phil & Marion Shigekuni • Geri Shiraki & Moose Iwanaga • George Sugimoto 

Jean & Casey Taguchi • Linda Tanaka • Carol Taylor • Flora, Janice & Sharon Teramura 
Jean Tsutsui • Sumi Yamaguchi • Mas & Norma Jean Yamashita • Patty & Bob Yamashita 

Gary & Akemi Yano • Miye Yoshida • Ron Yoshida 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
Michael Arzouman, DDS • Bird/Marella • Jerry Kamei, DDS • Scott Nishizaka, DDS 

Dr. James & Emma Nitahara • Randi Oyama, DDS • Pacific EyeCare Optometry  
Dr. Bo & Iku Sakaguchi • Seki, Nishimura & Watase LLP • Laurie Shigekuni & Associates 

Monji Optometry • Telesis Physical Therapy • Andrew Thibodeaux, DDS 
Dr. David & Donna Uyehara • Dr. Mark & Loreen Uyehara • Richard Yamauchi, CPA 

 
BUSINESSES 

Buon Gusto Ristorante • Chiba Restaurant • Dornel Skin Care Cosmetics 
Fantasy Footballers • Fukui Mortuary • Ronald Hamamoto Landscape• Hamer Toyota 

HearUSA • Heritage Source • JT Engineering Associates, Inc. • Japanese Calligraphy Class 
Japanese Flower Arrangement • Japanese Garden • Katsu-Ya • Kubota Nikkei Mortuary 

Muranaka Farm • Musashi Restaurant • Promenade Travel • Reed Financial Services 
SFV Realty Professionals • Strategy Salon • Sushi Dragon 
Tri-Arts Printing • Village Florist • West Valley Nursery 

 
CHURCHES / ORGANIZATIONS 

Chatsworth West United Methodist Church • Nikkei Senior Gardens 
SFV JACC • SFV JACL • SFV Ballroom Dance Class • SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple  

SFV Japanese Credit Union • SFV Japanese Language Institute • SFV Meiji Sr. Citizens Club 
SFV Taiko • SGV API PFLAG • Tuna Canyon Detention Station • Valley Japanese Community Center 

 
We also wish to thank the following monetary donors: 

Dr. Michael Arzouman • Richard Fujimoto & Leslie Anne Sheedy • Kim Gohata & Paul Chan 
 Yas & Nancy Gohata • Laurence & Wendy Hirota • Grace Honbo • Hazel Isa • Paris Kariya 

Shoichi & Dale Kadonaga • Linda Kurotumi • Al & Mitzi Kushida • Doreen Kushida & Jose Gonzalez 
Miles Kuwata & Rouxann Fujimoto • Marcia Mahony • Bob & Aki Moriguchi • Harry Nakada 
Marian & Koso Nakagawa • Nikkei Senior Gardens • Harriet Nishizaka • Dr. Scott Nishizaka  

Barbara & Dennis Okita • Gary & Elaine Saito • Phil & Marion Shigekuni 
Patrick & Helen Shimizu • Emi Shimoyama • Gary & Sandra Yamamoto • Karen Yoshino 
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CHAPTER SUPPORT JACL-PSWD PROGRAMS 

 
 On Saturday, October 22, 2016, at the SFVJA Community Center, our Chapter sponsored a benefit 
dance to support PSWD’s Bridging Communities program and JACL’s Kakehashi Project.  Bridging 
Communities is a program for high school students that provides opportunity for interfaith and cross-
cultural dialogue, community service, and individual growth.  JACL developed the Kakehashi Japanese 
American Young Adult Invitation program as an international leadership development program.  Four 
participants who were chosen to participate in this program were in attendance to share their experience 
traveling to Japan and expressed their gratitude for having this opportunity.  
 Popular dance band, Kokoro, provided the live music and featured SFVJACC 2001 Nisei Week 
Queen Lauren Kinkade as one of the vocalist.  Enjoying the evening were JACLers Yas and Nancy 
Gohata, Roger and Linda Itaya, Marcia Mahony, Evelyn Mitarai, and Linda Tanaka .  There were 
plenty of delicious appetizers and munchies.  Board member Nancy Takayama, who oversees many of the 
programs at PSWD, was instrumental in helping with this fundraiser. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo:  The Kokoro Dance Band. 2001  
Nisei Week Queen Lauren Hanako Kinkade, sponsored by the SFVJACC is fourth from the left. 
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MISORA HIBARI TRIBUTE 

 
 On Sunday, November 13, 2016, over one hundred people enjoyed the songs of Misora Hibari at 
the SFV JA Community Center. 
 The Grateful Crane Theater Company’s performance of their rendition of Misora Hibari songs 
brought back childhood memories of Misora Hibari’s visits and performances in Hawaii while she was still 
a child and her later years on the West Coast cities while Japanese Americans were recovering from the 
hardships of camp life and Japan was rebuilding life after the devastation of World War II.   
 Audience members recalled how Misora Hibari’s voice brought back sweet memories and offered 
hope for the future.    
 Executive Director for Grateful Crane Theater Company announced singing performances were by:  
Keiko Kawashima, Haruye Ioka, Merv Maruyama, Helen H. Ota and Fusako Shiotani.  Musicians for the 
show included musical director for Grateful Crane, Scott Nagatani on piano, Danny Yamamoto (of 
Hiroshima) on drums and Japanese percussion, and Hiro Morozumi on keyboard and guitar. 
 
Article submitted by  
Patty Takayama 
 
Photo:  
Front row (L to R): Keiko Kawashima,  
Haruye Ioka, friend of Grateful Crane,  
Merv Maruyama, Fusako Shiotani,  
and Helen Ota.  
Back row (L to R): Danny Yamamoto,  
Soji Kashiwagi, Hiro Morozumi and  
Scott Nagatani.    
 
 
 

 
                                    SFV JACL HOLIDAY PARTY REMINDER!!!! 

 
                                                                         Saturday, December 10, 2016, at 5:00 PM 

 
                                            SFV Japanese American Community Center 

                                        12953 Branford Street, Pacoima 
 

POTLUCK DINNER – Bring a main dish and either a salad or dessert 
VISIT FROM SANTA –Wrapped gift (child’s name) to be placed in Santa’s bag  

 RECYCLING TOYS – If you would like to recycle toys, games and books, add theme to our 
recycling table 

 PLEASE RSVP TO:  Harold Kameya, (818) 368-2008 or hkameya@gmail.com 
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OKAERI 2016 

 
     Okaeri 2016 was an event held at JANM on October 14th and 15th.  Chapter member Marsha Aizumi 
served as the chairperson for this important event in the Southern California  API LGBTQ community.  
You can read her important article in the Pacific Citizen Nov. 4-17, 2016 issue.  It was so appropriately 
titled:  A Mother’s Take:  We Were Welcomed Home – Okaeri 2016. 
     The first Okaeri LGBTQ Gathering was held in November of 2014.  Two years and a Supreme Court 
ruling on June 26, 2015 later, I thought the mood and atmosphere was different.   I felt so gratified at what 
had been accomplished by the efforts of so many advocates over many years, as well as appreciative of 
those who have suffered much over the years. 
    I was so grateful that the Okaeri planning team was able to get Representative Mike Honda, his 
daughter Michelle Honda and his granddaughter Malisa to attend Okaeri 2016.  Mike Honda has been 
openly supportive of his transgender granddaughter, Malisa, and stands as a giant in my mind for his many 
positions on civil rights, honesty and justice for all, especially in regard to LGBTQ and the Comfort 
Women Peace monument in Glendale. 
     It appears that Caitlyn Jenner’s coming out as a transgender woman has given courage to so many who 
to seek to live a life without suffocating in fear.  Informed parents now are able to seek help for children 
who speak about their gender dysphoria, or gender identity disorder.  At our San Gabriel Valley API 
PFLAG chapter, I met a person who has now committed to undergo transition, and one who has 
transitioned and is now learning to adjust to her new life.  I was not aware of the many life adjustment 
issues that many transgenders face. 
    Thankfully, we live in an age where people are more inclined to realize that there is a lot about life that 
we don’t know about, and are willing to learn! 
 
Article submitted by Harold Kameya 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo (L to R): Phil Shigekuni, Valerie Kameya, Harold Kameya, Ellen Kameya, Ernie Nishi, traci ishigo, 
Terry Ishigo, Irene Ishigo, Linda Kuratomi, Nancy Gohata 
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JACLers attend the 
reading of Julie 
Shigekuni’s latest 
book, In Plain View at 
the Skylight Book Store 
in Los Angeles. More 
details in Community 
Corner. 

 
Photo: Standing (L - R): 
Evelyn Mitarai, Mitzi 
Kushida, Carol Taylor, 
Al Kushida, Nancy 
Gohata 
 
Seated (L to R):  Laurie 
Liss,  Akemi Yano, 
Julie Shigekuni, Marion 
Shigekuni, Phil 
Shigekuni. 

 

                                  
                           MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORANT TO OUR ORGANIZATION 
 
 A very belated welcome to George Wakiji, who joined our Chapter in August.  George has been a 
JACLer for over fifty years.  His first chapter was in Pasadena. He has served on JACL Boards in Chicago, 
Washington,D.C., and Ventura County.   Ventura County was his most recent Chapter.  There he served 
three and half terms as president.  His recent move to Nikkei Senior Gardens brought George to our 
Chapter.  He will serve on the 2017 Board of Directors.  George shared, “through the JACL, I have made 
many friends.  I feel the JACL serves an important role in Civil Rights for our community”. 
 
 We welcome Dr. Randi Oyama, who joined our Chapter in October.  Randi is following in the 
footsteps of her father, Dr. Clifford Oyama, who began his dentistry practice with our own Dr. Bo 
Sakaguchi. 
 We also welcome Margarete Allen and student member Mark Nakatsui.  We look forward to 
seeing all of you at future chapter events!! 
 
 Our thanks to renewing members:  Roger & Joan Ishihara, Taro & Mary Ishimoto, Dirck & 
Ellen Morgan, Makena Morgan, Harry Nakada, and Kathie Yonemura. 
 
 We would like to thank Isabelle Miyata and Harvey Negoro whose membership is now at the 
Thousand Club level. 
 Roger and Linda Itaya have been members at the Thousand Club level for several years.  We 
appreciate their support! 
 
A JACL application form is in this issue of the newsletter.  For questions and more information please 
contact Harold Kameya, Membership Chair at hkameya@gmail.com or at (818) 368-2008. 
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ONLY THE OAKS REMAIN 

 
 At three o’clock on October 2, 2016, the SFV Taiko took center stage and opened the celebration 
with a bang!  Master of Ceremonies, Kanji Sahara, introduced Consul General Akira Chiba, NPS 
programs chair, Kara Miyagishima, Patty Lopez, State Assembly, District 39, and Koji Steven Sakai, 
JANM Vice President. 
  The Honorable Norman Mineta was the featured speaker whose own mark on history left an 
impression with the young audience by his action on 9/11 and dedicating the honor wall with over 2,000 
names of Japanese, German, and Italian immigrants, and Japanese taken from Peru.  Others in attendance 
were Supervisor Michael Antonovich, JANM CEO Ann Burroughs, and retired LAPD Deputy 
Chief Terry Hara.  
  Reverend Yoshi Tsuyuki blessed the memorial exhibit with offerings from the representatives 
including Haru Kuromiya (descendants), Barbara Maekawa (food preparation), and Ritsuko Shinbashi 
(translators). There was a sake toast for safe travels by Paul Jonokuchi who was assisted by Nisei Week 
Queen, Jaclyn Tomita and her princesses.The SFVJACC sponsored the refreshments for the event. 
Fugetsudo Confectionary stamped the Kohaku manju with their best wishes. Rich Nakajima of Sugiolife 
Catering prepared the freshest sushi ever. He started as early as 11 pm the night before! 
  Former JACL scholarship winner, Ariel Imamoto, and Tuna Canyon intern, was prepared to assist 
visitors through the thirty-six panels. Dr. J.P. DeGuzman was on hand to guide attendees. 
 Special thanks to Nancy Gohata, Mitzi Kushida, Nancy Takayama, and Linda Tanaka whose 
smiling faces welcomed guests who came to see the Tuna Canyon Dentention Station traveling exhibit. 
                                                           
After a stint in Balboa Park in San Diego,  
the exhibit will open at the Japanese  
American National Museum from  
December 10 until April 9, 2017.  
Please come! 
www.tunacanyon.org 
 
Article submitted by  
Nancy Oda 
 
 
 
Photo:  Former Congressman and  
Secretary of Transportation,  
Norman Mineta, toured the Tuna  
Canyon Detention Station exhibit  
at the SFVJA Community Center  
on October 2, 2016. 
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TELLING OUR STORIES  

 
 “Telling Our Stories” classes are taking a break until next March 2017, when the writing program 
will begin again headed by Academy Award Winner Short Documentary writer, Timothy Toyama for the 
film “Visas and Virtues” about Consul General of Japan, who issued exit visas via Japan to Jews fleeing 
Nazi German authority.  
 “Telling Our Stories” is a two hour class where Nisei, Sansei and others have the opportunity to 
share their early life experiences about family life, holidays, musical talents, work and travel experiences 
among other topics with class members and recall some joyful, painful and remarkable stories.  
 A joyful, charming Buddhist nurse was so engaging her Mormon patient joined her in a Buddhist 
chant. Another student wrote about a 16-hour work-day at a pineapple factory.  Everyone has dozens of 
interesting stories to recount, as a child of mixed parentage, growing up in a community different from the 
San Fernando Valley, life in camp or the impact that WWII had on our parents and us or sibling rivalry. 
This class is an opportunity to jot it down and share it with other class members. 
 Next year, three sessions of 2 hour, six week classes will be held at the SFV JACC. The class will 
meet either on Thursday evening or Saturday afternoon to accommodate different schedules.  The hope is 
that more people will come join one of the classes.  At the end of the third session we will invite the 
members and former members of the classes to submit a story for publication in a book we are assembling 
to capture our more memorable stories. 
 If you are interested in learning more about the class and some of the topics we’ve written about, 
please email me at:  pe.high.mtn@juno.com or leave a phone message at:  (818) 899-7916. 
 
Article submitted by Patricia Takayama 
 

  
JACC CLEAN UP 

 
October 1st was a beautiful sunny fall day for cleaning our home, the SFV JACC. 

 It was heartwarming to see the Japanese Language school children picking up trash, the little 
basketball guys pulling weeds, adults dusting and cleaning the buildings inside and outside, and some 
hardy souls scrubbing and repainting the iron fence.  What a tough job.  Mr. Kobayashi, Mr. Shinbashi and 
Mr. Nakama, our “CC Treasures,” skillfully trimmed our Black Pine trees. Thank you all! 

Our Chapter’s kitchen crew, Dr Harvey Negoro and Nancy Gohata warmed the buns and cooked 
the hot dogs just right!  Linda Kuratomi prepared outstanding chile.  Harold Kameya, Linda Tanaka, 
Sumi Yamaguchi, Doreen Kawamoto, and Evie Mitarai served over 170 fresh delicious lunches with a 
smile. It was so good that many of the hungry workers came back for seconds!  Al Kushida had “dish pan” 
hands at the end of the day.  We missed our dear Kitchen manager and inspector and her husband, Marion 
and Phil Shigekuni.  They went on a Fall Foliage cruise without our consent or permission.  They’ll have 
double duty next year.  A fun, work time was had by all.  The SFV JACC is sparkling clean for the 
holidays. 
 
Article submitted by  
Clean Up Chair, Mitzi Kushida 
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LITTLE TOKYO HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

SEEKS ENTRIES FOR 2017 SHORT STORY CONTEST 
 

The Little Tokyo Historical Society (LTHS) seeks fictional short stories for its fourth annual 
Imagine Little Tokyo short story contest in the categories of English language, Japanese language and 
youth (18 and younger). The deadline is January 31, 2017. 

The purpose of the contest is to raise awareness of Little Tokyo through a creative story that takes 
place in Little Tokyo. The story has to be fictional and set in a current, past or future Little Tokyo in the 
City of Los Angeles, California. Each category winner will be awarded $500 in cash with their short story 
being published in The Rafu Shimpo and Discover Nikkei website. A public award ceremony and dramatic 
readings of the winning stories are also being planned for spring 2017. 

“We have received submissions from all over the United States and even Japan,” said Bill 
Watanabe, head of the Imagine Little Tokyo committee. “It’s encouraging to see how this contest 
encourages people to imagine and revisit Little Tokyo in new ways.’ 
 For more information and guidelines, refer to the Little Tokyo Historical Society website, 
http://www.littletokyohs.org. If you would like to financially contribute to the contest, e-mail 
littletokyohs@gmail.com 
 
Guidelines 

• The story must be original, fictional, written in either Japanese or English by the submitting author 
and never been published (even online). 

• The same story submitted in a previous year cannot be resubmitted. 
• The setting of the story should be in Little Tokyo – either past, present or future. 
• Submitted manuscript should be 2,500 words or less for English or 5,000 ji or less for Japanese 

and have a title. 
• File should be a Microsoft Word doc, docx or rtf. 
• Please use 12 point font, preferably Times Roman or Courier type. 
• Please remove any mention of your name from your short story, including headers. 
• The short story manuscript must be submitted digitally as an e-mail attachment to 

littletokyohs@gmail.com (include SHORT STORY  in the subject line). In the e-mail message, 
please include your name, phone number and age if 18 or under. 

• The submissions should include a signed agreement, which can be found on the Little Tokyo 
Historical Society website http://www.littletokyohs.org. The agreement can be either e-mailed or 
sent via post. 

• Submissions need to be e-mailed by January 31, 2017, 12 midnight PST. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
• Immediate family members of judges (first-round or final) are ineligible. 
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COMMUNITY CORNER 

 
 Congratulations to Julie Shigekuni, daughter of President Phil Shigekuni and Marion Shigekuni, 
whose fourth book, In Plain View, debuted at the Skylight Book Store in Los Angeles on November 20th.  
 Julia Glass, National Book Award-winning author of Three Junes, wrote:  “Julie Shigekuni seems to 
know painfully well the complex loyalties that a ‘settled’ modern woman owes to the world that would 
define her: to her spouse, to her children and parents, to work and to the home, and (most perilously) to her 
heritage and heart.  What can happen when all these loyalties suddenly collide is the subject of this elegant, 
suspenseful, and ultimately haunting tale” 
 Julie, mother of three daughters, is a tenured professor of Creative Writing at the University of New 
Mexico.  Her previous books include A Bridge Between Us (1995), Invisible Gardens (2003), and Unending 
Nora (2008). 
 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP NEWS 
The new dates and time for the Men’s Coffee Group: 
Last Tuesday of the month at 8:30 am at Coco’s on Sepulveda Blvd: 
November 29th & December 27th.  There’s lots to talk about! 
 
Congratulations to Board member Paul Jonokuchi, who recently welcomed a new daughter-in-law to his 
family.  Paul’s son Scott married Jomay Ching in a beautiful garden ceremony on October 8, 2016.  The 
man with no daughters, now has three!! 

 
          
 

 
DONATIONS 

 
  
 The Chapter received a generous donation from Nancy Oda for our assistance of the Tuna Canyon 
Detention Station exhibit that was held at the SFVJA Community Center on October 2nd.  Nancy added 
another donation in appreciation for the Board’s get well wishes. 
 We also thank Paul Jonokuchi for his generous donation in the memory of his late mother, Emiko 
Kunimasa. 
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                                San Fernando Valley Japanese American Citizens League 
 Membership Application 

 

Annual Membership Categories 
 

Regular/Individual - $67 
Regular sustaining members of the organization 

 

Couple/Family - $110 
Membership for an individual, their spouse/partner and any children under 25 years of age. 

 

Youth/Student - $25 
Members 25 years of age or younger or students currently enrolled in a college, trade school, or university. 

 

Thousand Club - $200 
A membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of 

the organization 
 

Century Club - $350 
An exclusive membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national 

programs of the organization 
 

Millennium Club – $1000 
An exclusive membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national 

programs of the organization 
 

Life Membership Categories 
 

Thousand Club Life $3000 
Members pay a lump sum to establish a lifetime membership 

 

Century Club Life - $5000 
An exclusive membership category where members pay a lump sum to establish a lifetime membership 

 

  New Member   Renewing Membership  Gift Membership 
 

 Annual Membership 
   Regular/Individual - $67.00   Thousand Club - $200.00   Century Club - $350.00 
   Couple/Family - $110.00   Thousand Club Spouse - $32.00   Cent. Club Spouse - $32.00 
   Youth/Students - $25.00   Millennium  Club - $1000.00 
 

 Life Membership (one-time payment) 
   Thousand Club Life - $3000.00   Century Club Life - $5000.00 
 

Member Information              Member ID: ___________________________ (renewals only) 
 

 JACL Chapter San Fernando Valley 

 First Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 Last Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 Street Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
 City __________________________   State _________   Zip Code _______________ 
 Email ___________________________________   Gender  _______________________ 
 Phone ___________________________________   Year of Birth ___________________ 
Payment Method:     Check    Credit Card 
 

Please make checks payable to:   Visa   MasterCard   American 
Express 
Japanese American Citizens League Card Number: ___________________________________ 
 Expiration Date:   ____________________(Month / Year) 
 

Send the completed application along with your payment via U.S. mail to: 
JACL Membership / P.O. Box 45397 / San Francisco, CA  94145-0397 

 

Or join Online:  http://www.jacl.org g Membership g Join/Renew g (select membership category) 
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14229 Carl Street 
Arleta, CA 91331 

 


